Regional Information Network in the Nuclear Field 

Report 2007

RRIAN´s history encompasses several achievements: sharing of Regional resources, increasing in effective use of available nuclear information and improved visibility of the applications of nuclear techniques in the region. In addition, keeping an open mind and embracing a “working together” approach in a globalized world.

When RRIAN celebrates 8 years old, we are glad to present the 2007 Report as an overview of our accomplishments in the period, with an emphasis on the sharing of regional collections inside Latin American countries.

Document delivery

Document exchange and delivery in RRIAN have shown very good results which balances poor budgets for publications acquisition in the Region.

The electronic documents distribution in the Network has reached increasingly better results.  Notice, specially,  that figure of 2007 was 30% higher than that of 2006. (See Graphic #1) 
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Graphic #1

See below  in Graphic #2 showing a number of documents interchanged from 1999 to 2007
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Graphic #2

RRIAN contribution to INIS Data Base
2007 results reflect an effort made by Latin American countries to significantly contribute 

in the building of the cooperative database.(See graphic #3)
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Graphic #3

INIS Data Base usage by RRIAN

An unexpected decreasing in INIS Data base online searches was observed since 2005.  There are plans to perform a deep Regional user survey in order to make the real causes known.

(See Graphic#4) 
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Graphic #4
Changes in charging policy to the INIS Data Base access

In 2007 RRIAN asked INIS Secretariat for the free Regional access  to the INIS Database. In the last 11th INIS-ETDE Technical Committee  Meeting, it was agreed upon running a free access pilot project for Latin America and other voluntary countries.

Latin American countries are waiting with expectation for the pilot project. The free access to the INIS DB will clearly contribute to increase its visibility and to attract potencial users among our local nuclear communities. 

Besides, the free access  will contribute to decrease the information gap between central and developing countries, being the better way to support and strengthen the INIS National Centers 
Promotion

RRIAN has launched two information products in 2006 RRIAN-Portal http//cin.cnen.gov.br/rrian/index.html) and an electronic bulletin called Web Nuclear 

 (http://cin.cnen.gov.br/rrian/web-nuclear.htm).

A study about usage and preferences was conducted among Web Nuclear users. The following topics were evaluated: usefulness, updating, better publications and intention to remain as subscribers.

 Almost 100% of the users considered the bulletin of high or medium utility and all of them opted to maintain the subscription. Only 0,6% of the users were of different opinion.

Complete results may be found in the following Web site: <http://cin.cnen.gov.br/rrian/encuesta/encuesta.htm>
The alert service SONAR-RRIAN has been offered by the Nuclear Information Center from Brazil to Regional users. 

The Leo Falicov Library from Argentina has promoted the INIS database in CAB (Centro Atómico Bariloche) conferences, through the web pages on each conference.See for example at:

<http://www.cab.cnea.gov.ar/hyfusen/inis.htm>
The Nuclear Regulatory Authority (ARN) has promoted WebNuclear via email. All the INIS correspondence related to new enhancements of the INIS DataBase, have been delivered by the INIS Liaison Officer, to the contact person in each university that has free access to the data base.

.

Peru included an announcement of the RRIAN in the Web Site of the Peruvian Society of Radio protection http://www.radioproteccion.org / 

Colombia and Uruguay INIS liaisons officers presented a report INIS/RRIAN which was accepted by the International Congress of Specialized Nets and Systems of Information in Science and Technology, held in Bogotá City from August 29 - 31, 2007. 

The Colombian LO was the lecturer and they distributed INIS flyers and promotional materials. 

Conferences in different Centers of Investigation were carried out by Cuba, and a RRIAN link was included in the Cuban Net of Sciences.

A poster concerning Uruguay´s intellectual patrimony (authors-INIS) was designed and shown for the Uruguayan Patrimony”s Day

A Conference about INIS was carried out in the V Uruguayan Congress of Geology Montevideo, Uruguay (October 10 -12, 2007. 

Mexico added icon and link in its Web Site to Nuclear Web <http://omega.inin.mx/biblioteca/informa.cfm>
International participation
RRIAN´s Coordinator from Uruguay, and a Brazilian representative from Nuclear Information Center-CNEN, participated in the 11th INIS/ETDE Technical Committee, 6th--8th Nov. 2007, at IAEA Headquarters, Vienna, Austria. 

	
	
	
	


Status of RRIAN digital preservation 

The Latin American countries decided to carry independent projects for digital preservation. The old nuclear collections are been preserved through the digitalisation by using different channels and levels.

The Information Center CAC (CICAC) Argentina has launched a Pilot Project for the long-term preservation of 3 collections of special interest. 

Argentina - The CD “Argentina Microfiche Project” containing 611 .pdf files was prepared by the INIS & NKM Section. 

Brazil - The scientific and technical production of CNEN (Nuclear National Energy Commission), corresponding to researches available on microfiche was digitalised as a contribution to the CNEN´s Knowledge Preservation Project 

About 95% of INGEOMINAS technical reports collections were digitalised by Colombia and now the country is digitalising cartographic information. The exploration of uranium in the country attracted  many foreign investments. 
Cuba is carrying out a national project, about reports digitalisation into the Nuclear Program branch. They are performing the conversion of the complete collection of the Nucleus journal to electronic .pdf and three issues of NUCLEUS have been published in HTML format in Cuba SCIELO web site 

Peru - Their scientific reports and thesis collections have been partially digitalised. 

Mexico has sent 113 records and hard format Institutional Reports to INIS Secretariat for digitalisation. 

	Uruguay - Most of the Uranium technical reports were digitalised and the Uruguayan Geological Survey (DINAMIGE) is planning the same action for the rest of their collection. 


The countries

Sixteen countries with different information infrastructure levels, have trusted in RRIAN and their representative actively integrate the net: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Chile, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela. 
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		2001		3,988		13%

		2002		3,059		10%

		2003		3,061		10%

		2004		3,426		11%

		2005		3,291		11%

		2006		2,604		8%

		2007		4,813		16%

		total		30,837

		Variación del intercambio de documentos de RRIAN en los últimos 8 años

		años		No.de documentos

		1999		168		1%

		2000		777		6%

		2001		1,497		12%

		2002		1,209		10%

		2003		1,478		12%
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		2007		2,357		19%
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		2006		32,527		14%

		2007		30,425		13%
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